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and I felt satisfied that they were capable of carrying out the mission assigned to them.
I had been summoned to Paris to confer with Marshal Foch and the Commanders-m-Chief of the Allied armies as far back as the end of April, as it was thought that we might have to advance about the middle of May, but owing to the slow progress made in completing the peace negotiations no movement of troops became necessary until the I7th of June. On that day the divisions began to concentrate east of the Rhine, and by the evening of the igth were in readiness to cross the line separating occupied from unoccupied territory. Five days later Germany undertook to sign the treaty; her delegates for that purpose passed through Cologne from Berlin en route to Versailles on the 27th, and on the 28th the treaty was-, signed.
During the spring and summer of 1919 I received several distinguished visitors at my headquarters, the first to come being the King and Queen of the Belgians. Their Majesties arrived by aeroplane on the 26th of April and returned to Brussels in the same manner, despite very unsettled weather, on the 28th of April. The same evening the King sent me the following telegram :
The Queen and myself express to you our most sincere thanks for the kindness you have shown to us in Cologne. It was a great pleasure to see you and to visit a part of the British sector of occupation on the Rhine.
ALBERT.
The Duke of Connaught, accompanied by Lieutenant-Colonel Sir Malcolm Murray, arrived on the 6th of May and spent three days with the army. Amongst other events His Royal Highness inspected three battalions of the Rifle Brigade, of which he is Colonel-in-Chief, and held a review of the Northern Division, about 10,000 men, on the German parade ground just outside the town. This review was of interest as being the only one of its kind held by a member of the Royal Family during the occupation.
General Liggett, commanding the American army of occupation, paid me a visit at the same time as the Duke of Connaught; General Pershing came to present me with the